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Never before has the riveting American saga of "The Star-Spangled Banner" been so beautifully

and thoroughly presented. This info-packed story of our national anthem includes illustrated lyrics;

the fascinating history of the War of 1812 and the battle that inspired Francis Scott Key to pen the

words; musical notation; historical photographs; plus a reproduction of Key's original manuscript.

Back in print in hardcoverâ€”redesigned, historically updated, and with a glorious new

coverâ€”Caldecott Medalist Peter Spier's magnificent tribute takes readers from our anthem's

turbulent origins at the Battle of Baltimore through the flag's significance in modern-day America.
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Many years ago, when this book was first released around 1973 to 1974, my mother bought it for

me to read. I can still remember reading this book as a youngster, studying the pictures and text to

learn what happened at that time in United States history. It inspired me in my quest to understand

history better which has lasted a lifetime. Many years later, after seeing a special on The War of

1812, I recalled this book and reordered it, remembering how important it was in my

development.What a delight! The artistry is phenomenal (albeit the images are small, they are

almost panoramic in scope and achievement). I was really amazed at the use of light and colors. His

images are very powerful and awe-inspiring. The perspectives are taken from inside the fort (Fort



McHenry) during the battle/invasion as well as from the decks of the British warships. After the main

story is told, there are images of this great country and all of her beauty including more than just

those of Fort McHenry (which in and of itself had an incredible history if you ever decide to visit it in

Baltimore, Maryland). The drawings/paintings include a broad sweep of America from Hawaii to

Washington, D. C., from San Francisco to our naval ships on the high seas defending the United

States shores, from the small town main street to the fields and valleys of our heartland. There are

images of monuments like the Lincoln monument to the Capitol Building, and displays of our

American potential and might as an aerospace giant and industrial powerhouse. Even somber tones

of a cemetery with an American flag waving to relate that freedom is not free is next to images of

our religious heritage. What patriotic glimpses that the author has crafted for the reader. (No wonder

as a small child I was so inspired).
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